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PURSUING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
COLLABORATION IN MARITIME DOMAIN 

Australia and India’s strategic perspectives have 

been converging for more than a decade, and 

now regard each other as top-ranking strategic 

partners. Their defence forces work closely with 

each other through exercises, and they are now 

granting access to each other’s facilities for 

vessels and aircraft and in space tracking.

An important missing piece in the relationship is 

collaboration between their defence industries. 

Both Australia and India have large and 

sophisticated defence technology sectors that 

are world leaders in many areas. Both countries 

could significantly benefit from working 

together through joint development, technology 

sharing and supply.

India’s defence budget currently stands at 

some $112 billion and it is the largest importer 

of defence equipment in the world. In coming 

years, Australian defence spending is due to 

grow considerably, with a significant focus on 

the maritime domain.

“DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY IS THE NEW FRONTIER OF 

AUSTRALIA-INDIA DEFENCE COLLABORATION. THE TWO 

COUNTRIES ARE LEADERS IN KEY TECHOLOGIES RELEVANT 

TO THE MARITIME DOMAIN. THEY SHOULD WORK TOGETHER 

TO IMPROVE THEIR CAPABILITIES IN SECURING OUR SHARED 

MARITIME SPACE.”

Dr David Brewster

Director, Security and Geopolitics

OBJECTIVES 

This Dialogue will explore opportunities 

for defence sector collaboration between 

Australia and India, particularly in the 

maritime domain. 

It will include discussions led by leading 

Indian experts on:

	 -	� Doing defence business in India. 

	 -	� How does the Indian defence sector 

work? 

	 -	� What are the rules and processes? 

	 -	� What are the opportunities and 

challenges for Australian companies?

•	Underwater Domain Awareness. 

	 -	� What are India’s capabilities and needs 

in the underwater domain? 

	 -	� What are some of the key technologies 

that the Indian defence sector is 

developing to enhance UDA?



SYDNEY DEFENCE TECH DIALOGUE SESSIONS

Session 1: Australian defence companies doing business in 
India: Opportunities and challenges

Session 2: Underwater Domain Awareness: India’s  
capabilities and needs

“AS REGIONAL SECURITY PARTNERS 

WITH A GROWING STRATEGIC 

CONVERGENCE, THERE IS VALUE IN 

AUSTRALIA AND INDIA EXPLORING 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENHANCED 

DEFENCE INDUSTRY COOPERATION.”

Peter N Varghese AO 

in An India Economic Strategy to 2035
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For further information on the Defence Program,  
and to sign up for publication alerts,  
see aii.unimelb.edu.au/programs 
or email us at aii-newsdesk@unimelb.edu.au

AUSTRALIA INDIA INSTITUTE 

The Australia India Institute is dedicated to promoting support for and 

understanding of Australia-India relations. We aim to increase the policy 

and public importance of India as a crucial partner in Australia’s future, and 

of Australia as a crucial partner in India’s future. 

Since its establishment in 2008, the Institute has grown a reputation for 

high-quality research and analysis. We have built an influential network 

across business, government, think tanks and academia that has helped 

shape engagement with decision makers in both countries.  

The Institute’s Defence Program is focused on promoting discussion 

on new areas of Australia-India defence and security cooperation with 

the goal of strengthening strategic ties between the two countries and 

promoting regional stability.

ABOUT US

“AUSTRALIAN AND INDIAN DEFENCE INDUSTRIES DESIGN 

AND MANUFACTURE UNIQUE MARITIME TECHNOLOGIES. 

BY HARNESSING RESPECTIVE INDUSTRIAL BASES, THE 

TWO NATIONS CAN BUILD SECURITY AND PROSPERITY 

THROUGHOUT THE INDO-PACIFIC.”

The Hon Lisa Singh

Chief Executive Officer, Australia India Institute

http://aii.unimelb.edu.au/programs
mailto:aii-newsdesk@unimelb.edu.au

