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Shared Pathways to Research Futures: Australia-India Research 
Collaboration Framework 2026 – 2030 released 

Monday, 8 December 2025 

A landmark Framework will drive the next phase of Australia-India research 
collaboration, shaping multi-sector partnerships that tackle shared challenges and 
deliver real-world impact.  

The Australia-India Research Collaboration (AIRC) Framework, launched today at the 
Australia-India Education and Skills Council meeting in New Delhi, provides a practical 
guide for Australian and Indian researchers, higher education institutions, industry, and 
government stakeholders to build deeper and more impactful research relationships.  

This year-long piece of work was funded by the Department of Education, and drew on 
the knowledge of an expert Steering Committee, alongside more than 260 participants 
and 30 speakers across four workshops focused on Energy Transitions and Climate 
Change resilience, Sustaining Healthy Communities, Advanced Manufacturing 
Technologies, and Cybersecurity and Digital Governance.  

The Framework provides a five-year forward-looking roadmap of key ac9vi9es and priority 
areas to ensure the Australia-India research rela9onship con9nues to grow in scale and 
impact. Key recommenda9ons in the Framework include: 

• Increasing opportuni9es for early-career researchers to connect with counterparts 
and work on joint projects of bilateral significance 

• Making researcher mobility between both countries easier through new projects and 
exchange programs 

• Involving industry in research projects for greater economic and social impact 
 

• Increasing joint funding and grants across both countries, with a focus on 
collabora9on between industry, academic ins9tu9ons, government and civil society 

Australian Minister for Educa9on, Hon. Jason Clare MP, said Australia India research 
collabora9on is invaluable to the growing educa9on rela9onship between our two na9ons. 



 

“Australia and India’s research partnership is helping us take on some of the big challenges 
our region faces,” Minister Clare said. 
 
“A key pillar of Australia’s Educa9on Strategy for India is stronger research collabora9on. This 
Framework will make it easier for world-class researchers in both countries to work together 
and make an impact.” 

Australia India Ins9tute CEO Lisa Singh said the project paves the way forward for a stronger 
founda9on in research collabora9on between our two na9ons. 

“Research 9es between Australia and India are crea9ng impacRul outcomes for both our 
na9ons and our planet – from climate change to cyber security, research collabora9on has 
helped in efforts to solve some of the most pressing issues facing our region,” Ms Singh said. 

“This Framework sets out a targeted roadmap and suite of resources for researchers, higher 
educa9on ins9tu9ons and industry partners - laying the groundwork for a more connected, 
purposeful and enduring Australia India research rela9onship.”  

Read the Framework here: hUps://aii.unimelb.edu.au/australia-india-research-collabora9on-
framework-2/ 
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